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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use the writing process to plan, revise, and edit my writing (with support). (W.3.5) 

I can write an informative text. (W.3.2) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can revise my Accessing Books around the World paragraph to include important details about how 

my librarian or organization is special. 

• I can use feedback and criteria to revise my paragraph. 

• Students’  revisions 

• Students’ paragraph drafts 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A.  Continuing the Writing Process and Unpacking the 

Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Revision Lesson Part 2: Developing Details (10 

minutes) 

B. Student Revision of Detail Sentences (20 minutes) 

C. Open Revision Time Using Completed Content 

Checklist (20 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Tell someone at home how you used a content 
checklist to help you self-reflect on your paragraph. 
Tell them what you decided to work on after 
completely the content checklist for your final 
revisions. What have you learned about yourself as a 
writer? 

• During the Open Revision Time, consider pulling small groups of students with similar needs for extra 

revision support.  

• For a more effective use of the open revision time, consider establishing 3 stations, one for topic 

sentence revision, one for conclusions, and one for detail sentences. An adult to facilitate each station 

would be ideal but even without that, students could get feedback from peers focused on the same 

aspect of their writing. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

wrap up, feedback, criteria, complete 

sentence, paragraph, conclusion, 

writing process, plan, edit, revise 

 

• Writing Process anchor chart (from Lesson 12 and used again in Lesson 13) 

• Model paragraph (from Lesson 12) 

• Students’ paragraph drafts (collected at the end of Lesson 13) 

• Students’ Paragraph Writing graphic organizers (from Lesson 12 and used again in Lesson 13) 

• Accessing Books around the World Paragraph Content Checklist (one per student) 

• Lesson 14 Homework (one per student) 

• Accessing Books around the World Paragraph Conventions Checklist (one per student for use by teacher after the lesson) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Continuing the Writing Process and Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Congratulate students on their hard work revising their topic sentence and conclusion in Lesson 13! Write on the board or 

on a chart: “RESEARCH → PLAN → DRAFT → REVISE” Tell students that again today they will work on revising their 

Accessing Books around the World informative paragraphs but this time they will focus their efforts on the “meaty middle” 

of their paragraph, the detail sentences. Clarify the meaning of the word revise if necessary. Have the Writing Process 

anchor chart displayed throughout the lesson. 

• Share today’s learning target related to revision: 

* I can revise my Accessing Books around the World paragraph to include important details about how my librarian or 

organization is special. 

• Tell students that again today you are very excited to see what they do today to improve upon their paragraphs and that you 

were so pleased with the improvements they made in Lesson 13.  

• Use thoughtful grouping: ELL 

language acquisition is facilitated by 

interacting with native speakers of 

English who provide models of 

language.  

 

Work Time  Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Revision Lesson Part 2: Important Details (10 Minutes)  

• Display the model paragraph again and use a yellow marker to highlight/underline the detail sentences. Tell students that 

the details give the specific information about the efforts of the librarian or organization. Read the detail sentences aloud a 

few times and ask students to Think-Pair-Share what they notice about the detail sentences. Solicit a few responses from the 

class and guide students toward these general criteria: “The writer tells where the librarian/organization is located.” “The 

writer tells how the person/organization acted special.” “The writer informed us about the challenges getting books.” “The 

writer told us some things about the physical environment.” “The writer tells what they did in order to get books to 

children.” “The writer gave information about the steps or actions of the librarian or organization.” 

• Help students notice that the details are written in complete sentences and the writer uses precise words to describe the 

librarian or organization (point these out in the paragraph).  

• Help students notice strategically placed adjectives describing nouns and how because of the use of the adjectives that not 

only is the writing more specific but it sounds better as well. 

• Collaboration supports students’ 

engagement. 

• Consider creating a strong adjective 

anchor chart for students to 

reference as they work on revising 

their detail sentences. This could be 

a great launching point for a lesson 

extension addressing Language 

standards. 
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Work Time  (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Student Revision of Detail Sentences (20 minutes) 

• After students have looked at the model’s detail sentences and identified the criteria for detail sentences, give them time to 

revise their own detail sentences in their draft paragraphs. Additionally, students’ Paragraph Writing graphic 

organizers should be out while they work. Confer with students as they write, reminding them to refer to the various 

anchor charts for guidance. Students may need to reference their original country excerpt. 

• Remind student about use of adjectives as one way to improve their detail sentences. 

• Note that more time is built in during the last part of the lesson for students to continue to revise their paragraphs in any 

way they feel is necessary. 

• ELLs may need extended time with 

the writing task. 

• ELLs should be allotted extended 

time to finish the writing task if 

needed. ELLs are provided extended 

time on NY State assessments. 

C. Open Revision Time Using Completed Content Checklist (20 minutes) 

• Distribute the Accessing Books around the World Paragraph Content Checklist. Give students 1-2 minutes to 

orient themselves to the content checklist. Have students do a quick turn and talk about what they think they will do with 

this checklist and what purpose it serves. 

• Help students understand that the honest reflection and completion of the content checklist is a way for them to set revision 

goals to themselves. 

• Direct students to reread their paragraph as it stands right now. Then tell them to complete the content checklist using 

honest reflection. Help them understand that there is no purpose served by claiming that their writing is stronger than it 

actually is. Self-reflection allows them to step back and examine their work against the established criteria. From that, they 

can see potential places where they could focus on for revision. 

• Redirect students’ attention to the Writing Process anchor chart. Allow students to see the ‘Revise’ is well into the process. 

Tell students that this next chunk of time is for them to continue with any work related to revision of their paragraphs. They 

can do peer review. They can work independently. They can conference with an adult. Encourage students to make effective 

use of this time as this is one of their final opportunities to revise. 

• To make the most effective use of 

the open revision time, consider 

establishing 3 stations, one for topic 

sentence revision, one for 

conclusions, and one for detail 

sentences. An adult to facilitate each 

station would be ideal but even 

without that, students could get 

feedback from peers focused on the 

same aspect of their writing.  
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (5 minutes)  

• Have students meet briefly with a partner to do a quick share out sharing 1-2 revisions they made to their paragraph in 

today’s lesson. 

• If time permits, students can share out with the whole group how they used the content checklist to make their writing 

stronger: “After completely the content checklist, I noticed ________. So I used my revision time to _________ and 

made my writing stronger.” 

• Consider providing a sentence 

frame or starter, or a cloze sentence 

to assist with language production 

and give the structure required.  

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Tell someone at home how you used a content checklist to help you self-reflect on your paragraph. Tell them what you decided 

to work on after completely the content checklist for your final revisions. What have you learned about yourself as a writer? 

 

Note: Review students’ drafts to make instructional decisions about Lesson 15. If the entire class has met the paragraph 

criteria, consider optional Lesson 15 on “hooks.” If most students need more time for revision, add in another revising day 

instead (and use hooks as an extension for students who have met the basic paragraph criteria).  

 

Before Lesson 15, use the Conventions Checklist to prepare feedback for the class on the use of conventions in their 

paragraphs. Students will use this feedback to edit in Lesson 15. 
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Accessing Books around the World Paragraph: 

Content Checklist 

(for Student Use in Work Time C) 

 

Learning Target Not Yet Almost There Excellent! Teacher 
Comments 

I can write a clear 

topic sentence that 

introduces the reader 

to my special librarian 

or organization.  

    

I can include 

important details 

about my special 

librarian or 

organization:  

 

1. where the 

librarian/organization 

is located 

    

2. tell how the 

person/organization 

acted in order to 

deliver books. 

    

3. provide enough 

details to make the 

efforts of the 

librarian/organization 

clear to the reader 

    

I can write a 

conclusion that wraps 

up the paragraph for 

my reader. 
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Sentence Starter for Debrief 

 

 

After completing the Content Checklist, I noticed ________. So I used my 

revision time to _________ and made my writing stronger. 
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Accessing Books around the World Paragraph: 
Conventions Checklist 

(for Teacher Use in Preparation for Student Work in Lesson 15) 

 

STUDENT: 

Target Not Yet Almost 

There 

Excellent! Teacher Comments 

You are using 

correct 

capitalization in 

your writing. 

 

 

 

    

You are using 

punctuation 

correctly. 

 

 

 

 

    

You are spelling 

grade-appropriate 

words correctly. 

 

 

 

 

    

Other  
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Lesson 14 Homework 
 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

 

Tell someone at home how you used a Content Checklist to help you self-

reflect on your paragraph. Tell them what you decided to work on after 

completely the Content Checklist for your final revisions to your Accessing 

Books around the World informative paragraph. 

 

What have you learned about yourself as a writer? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 


